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place all their confidence in their worldly, 
poſſeſſions. Theſe they adore, and not their 
maker. Afflictions therefore become neceſ-, 
fary, t to teach theln the vanity and i | | 1 | 
of the Gods they haye choſen, and to recal, 
them to Him, who alone can help. them in 
the time of need. Bęfore I war afflited, ſays 
Davip, I went aftray; but now have I kept. 
thy word. However wanton men may have ; 
been before, however vain, fooliſh, or in- 
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down, he therefore tramples on; and 
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by his cruclty, to bleed afreſh. | But if, by 
a change of condition, the ſcenic is revorſed, 
and from the ſummit of felicity, he is re- 


duced to the extremity of diſtreſs, his con- 
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harder for- being neglected by-thoſe, in ae 
power it is to relieve it. This therefore de- 
termines him to befriend every man accord - 
ing to his ability, and to engage the bene 
lence of others by the exertion of his on. 
The manſion of adverſity, is the ſchool of 
humanity; for it's tendency to improve the 
tempers of mankind, is no leſs evident then 
that of proſperity is to corrupt them. In 
every place indeed afflictions are loudly c 
plained of; but the viciouſneſs of the world: 
would, by no means, be ſo great, nor it's 
depravity ſo conſummate,” were they ſtill mor 
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vidence, for the trial of men's faith, and the 
manifeſtation of their fincerity. 0 This in- N 
deed is the grand object of a ſtate of proba- 
tion in genetal; but the ſeverer ae 
ſeem evidently intended for the production 
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